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The Representation of the Female Body in Art: Study Notes
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FEATURED ARTIST: Édouard Manet
Luncheon on the Grass, 1862 - 1863

Oil on canvas

208 cm x 265.5 cm
The following notes are for you to have a better understanding of Manet’s Olympia, 1863 and to assist in your next task. It is recommended that you also conduct your own research to coincide with the recommended information.
· In 1863, Manet shocked the French public by exhibiting his Déjeuner sur l'Herbe ("Luncheon on the Grass").

· The Paris Salon rejected it for exhibition in 1863 but Manet exhibited it at the ‘Salon des Refusés’ or ‘Salon of the Rejected’ later in the year.
· Why? - Whilst a nude in a classical setting was considered acceptable, one in a contemporary setting (more everyday and in public) was not. Luncheon on the Grass caused a public scandal and was savaged by the critics of the time. 

· In Luncheon on the Grass Manet used Victorine Meurend (his favourite model), his brother-in-law, Ferdinand Leenhoff, and his younger brother, Eugène as models for this painting. 

· The painting's juxtaposition of fully dressed men and a nude woman was controversial.
· The woman seems to be looking at the viewer, whereas the man appears to stare into space, as though his voluble friend’s conversation, and being seated next to a naked woman, were rather tedious.

· The nude in Manet's painting was no nymph, or mythological being...she was a modern Parisian women cast into a contemporary setting with two clothed man. Many found this to be quite vulgar and begged the question "Who's for lunch?“

· Traditional academic training in painting skills has been broken in this work. Manet uses harsh frontal lighting and no mid tones.



